Abstract. This catalogue presents data on 15 Romanian sphecid wasp species (Hymenoptera: Apoidea: Sphecidae) preserved in the Hymenoptera Collection of "Grigore Antipa" National Museum of Natural History, Bucharest. The collecting data, general distribution, distribution in Romania and some ecological aspects are provided for each species.
In the present paper, we focused on the Sphecidae (sensu stricto) material collected from Romania, preserved in the entomological collection of the "Grigore Antipa" National Museum of Natural History. This material consists of 318 specimens, belonging to 15 species, grouped in seven genera and three subfamilies -Ammophilinae, Sphecinae and Sceliphrinae.
material and methods
The material was collected between 1932 and 1995, from 92 collecting points in 31 counties, covering almost the entire country (Fig. 1) . Amongst the 318 analyzed specimens, we found two misidentified ones. All the material presented below was identified/revised by the authors.
For the elaboration of the present catalogue, the species' identification was checked and the species name, sex and locality of the collecting points were verified and updated. For each specimen, we specified the species name, author, number of individuals, sex, locality, county, collecting date and the name of the collector (legit). For each species, we made some observations regarding its general and Romanian distribution. The nomenclature and systematics were updated following Pulawski's classification (2015) . The genera and species are listed alphabetically within the Sphecidae family. For species' identification we used the keys from Berland (1925) and Dollfuss (2010 Dollfuss ( , 2013 . Abbreviations of the county names: Argeş -AG, Bacău -BC, Bihor -BH, Brăila -BR, Braşov -BV, Buzău -BZ, Călăraşi -CL, Caraş Severin -CS, Cluj -CJ, Constanţa -CT, Dâmboviţa -DB, Dolj -DJ, Galaţi -GL, Giurgiu -GR, Gorj -GJ, Harghita -HR, Hunedoara -HD. Ialomiţa -IL, Iaşi -IS, lfov -IF, Mehedinţi -MH, Mureş -MS, Neamţ -NT, Olt -OT, Prahova -PH, Sibiu -SB, Suceava -SV, Teleorman -TR, Tulcea -TL, I, Vâlcea -VL, Vrancea -VN. Distribution and ecology: the species is present throughout the Palearctic region (Pagliano & Negrisolo, 2005) . In Romania, it was cited from Transylvania (Scobiola, 1960) and Crişana (Mocsáry, 1897 (Mocsáry, , 1900 . Flight period is between June and October and the species is found up to 2000 -2300 m a.s.l. (Scobiola, 1960) . Ammophila campestris adults prefer flowers of Solidago, Daucus, Ononis, Eryngium and Rubus (Bitsch et al., 1997) . (Scobiola, 1960) . In Romania, it is cited from Transylvania, Banat, Crişana, Dobrogea and Muntenia regions (Mocsáry, 1874 (Mocsáry, , 1897 (Mocsáry, , 1900 Henrich, 1882; Moczár & Henter, 1907; Szilády, 1914; Scobiola-Palade, 1959 , Scobiola, 1960 . It was found on Statice sp. flowers , and collected also from Origanum ovigare and Eryngium campestre (Scobiola-Palade, 1972) . ; 1 ♀, Guşteriţa (SB), W.E., without collecting date; 1 ♀, Măgura (SB), W.E., without collecting date; 1 ♀, Guşteriţa (SB), W.E., without collecting date.
results

Superfamily
Ammophila heydeni
Ammophila sabulosa Linnaeus, 1758
Distribution and ecology: a very common species, spread throughout the Palearctic region (Pagliano & Negrisolo, 2005; Barbier, 2013) . In Romania, it is cited from Transylvania, Banat, Muntenia, Moldavia and Dobrogea (Mocsáry, 1874 (Mocsáry, , 1900 Henrich, 1882; Moczár, 1947; Scobiola, 1950; Scobiola-Palade, 1965) . Flight period is between May and October and it can reach up to 1900 m altitude (Scobiola, 1960) . Ammophila sabulosa was collected from forest edges, on Falcaria sioides, Trifolium sp., Sambucus nigra. and Cichorium intybus flowers (Scobiola, 1950; Scobiola-Palade, 1972) . Distribution and ecology: a species with Eurasian distribution ). In Romania, it has been reported from Moldavia, Muntenia, Transylvania (Scobiola, 1960) and Bucovina (Mocsáry, 1897 (Mocsáry, , 1900 . It can reach up to 2000 m a.s.l. (Scobiola, 1960) . Adults are feeding on Seseli tortousum, Eryngium campestre and Thymus mastichia flowers (Bitsch et al., 1997 Mocsáry, 1883) Distribution and ecology: this species is spread across the Palearctic region (Pagliano & Negrisolo, 2005) . In Romania, it is mentioned from Transylvania, Banat, Crişana, Bucovina, Dobrogea, and some points from Muntenia (Mocsáry, 1897 (Mocsáry, , 1900 Scobiola, 1960) . Flight period is between June and October and it can be found up to 2000 m a.s.l. (Scobiola, 1960) . Distribution and ecology: the species was identified in southern France, Italy, Bulgaria, Greece and Russia (Barbier, 2013) . Present up to 1800 m a.s.l. In Romanian fauna, it is mentioned from Dobrogea region (Scobiola, 1960) . 
Distribution and ecology:
it is a common species, spread across the entire Europe, also present in northern Africa, Northern Asia and Mongolia (Scobiola, 1960) . It is cited from Transylvania, Banat and Crişana (Mocsáry, 1874; 1897 , some points in Moldavia (Vrancea) and Muntenia regions (Scobiola, 1960) . Flight period is between April and September. It was collected on Umbelliferae flowers (ScobiolaPalade, 1972) . P. hirsuta can be found up to 2500 metres a.s.l. (Scobiola, 1960) . Distribution and ecology: this species has Ethiopian and Mediterranean origins, being present in Northern Africa, Canary Islands, Central Europe, Asia Minor, Syria and Iran (Scobiola, 1960) . In Romania, it is mentioned from Transylvania, Moldavia, Bucovina (Mocsáry, 1897 (Mocsáry, , 1900 Scobiola, 1960) . Adults are found on Umbelliferae inflorescences (Bitsch et al., 1997) . Present up to 1800 meters a.s.l. (Scobiola, 1960) .
Podalonia tydei (Le
Subfamily Sphecinae Latreille, 1802 Tribe Prionychini Bohart & Menke, 1963 Genus Palmodes Kohl, 1890
Palmodes occitanicus (Lepeletier de Saint Fargeau and Serville, 1828) (= Sphex occitanicus Lepeletier de Saint Fargeau and Serville, 1828)
Examined material: 1 ♀, Agigea (CT), 25.VII.1964, N.C. Distribution and ecology: the species has been reported from Spain, France, Italy, Hungary, Slovakia, Greece and Russia (Barbier, 2013) . In Romania, this species was cited from Transylvania (Scobiola, 1960) . The species builds its nests in cracks between the rocks of walls or in the soil accumulated under arched tiles of roofs, as well as in the ground. The nest is made before hunting the prey (Bohart & Menke, 1976) . The adults can be found on Eryngium campestre, Thapsia villosa and Centaurea aspera flowers (Gayubo & Heras, 1986) .
Genus Prionyx Vander Linden, 1827
Prionyx kirbii (Vander Linden, 1827) (Pagliano & Negrisolo, 2005) . It was reported from all historical regions in Romania (Mocsáry, 1874 (Mocsáry, , 1897 (Mocsáry, , 1900 Scobiola, 1950; Scobiola-Palade, 1959 Lehrer & Scutaru, 1963; ) . Prionyx kirbii can be parasitized by some dipteran species from Bombyliidae and Sarcophagidae families. The adults visit different flowers such as those of Ruta montana, Eryngium campestre, Mentha rotundifolia, Ligustrum vulgare (Pagliano & Negrisolo, 2005) . Distribution and ecology: this species has a Mediterranean and Asiatic distribution (Pagliano & Negrisolo, 2005) . In Romania, the species is found in the south-eastern part of the country (Dobrogea) (Scobiola, 1960) . Some specimens were collected from Allium rotundum (Scobiola, 1960) . Optimal flight period is in July and August. This species prays upon Locusta migratoria, Calliptamus sp. (Scobiola-Palade, 1959 Distribution and ecology: a species with Euro-Atlantic distribution . Reported in Romanian fauna from Crişana, Transylvania, Banat (Mocsáry, 1897 (Mocsáry, , 1900 , Dobrogea (Müller, 1930) and Muntenia (Scobiola, 1960 (Scobiola, 1950; .
Generally, the study of museum collections can give us a complete image about past and present species distribution, very useful when trying to understand their current dispersal in Romania. The present catalogue gives important clues on the range of Sphecidae species in Romania and it can be considered the beginning for further research on the other sphecoid families from the collections of the "Grigore Antipa" National Museum of Natural History.
